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From the Director’'s Track

We trust you all have your Wings polished and
ready to roll. The time is upon us to start
subtracting rubber from the tires. It is also that
time of year when many of you have planned or
are planning a motorcycle vacation.

L ike many of you Renee and | do a lot of
traveling on our Goldwing with many overnight
stays in hotels/motels. We try to stay at a place
that looks safe, not only for us, but safe for the
bike as well. Once we decide on a motel we have
to find a place to park where the bike can be seen
from our window. Then until bedtime we are
peeking out to see if the bike is still there or if
there is someone standing examining @awered
Wing or parking a large truck or van nearby.

Does any of this sound familiar to anyone or do
you think we are just paranoid?

| went to the Internet and did a search biow to
Steal a Motorcycle There were numerous sites.
The first site tells me the three major ways a
motorcycle is stolen. (1) Liftit away. Therewa
a video concerning the lift away. A van with a
side door stops next to a bike. Two guys get out,
pick the bike up, put it in the van and in lesstha
10 seconds they are gone. | don't see this
happening with an eight foot long, 1,000 pound
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Goldwing, at least not with just two men to do the
lifting. (2) Electronically. The electronic way
basically is hotwiring. Professional thieves can
hotwire a bike and be gone in less than a minute.
Since all the ignition wiring on a Goldwing is
somewhere under all that plastic | feel | can rule
out hotwiring as well. That leaves (3) Hijacking.
Hopefully my carry permit will stop this from
happening.

| next did a search orHow to Steal a Goldwirig

| found only one site concerning Goldwing theft.

A police officer asked if anyone had had or heard
of a Goldwing being stolen. There were 92 replies
with three answering yes, all of which, thankfully,
had their Wing recovered. The remaining 89
responses had a common thread with most replies
having to do with vandalism and items taken.
Owners listed numerous items stolen off their
bike, including in some cases, even side covers.
Conclusion — it seems Goldwing owners do not
have to be as concerned about their Wing being
stolen as much as those riding smaller bikes,
however, there is a problem with items taken and
with vandalism. And we have first hand
experience with this.

| n 2005 we went to the Honda Homecoming in
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Marysville, Ohio. We were staying at a motel
with at least 20 other bikers. At that time we
owned a GL1500 that was parked four feet from
our motel door and covered with a full bike cover.
At 2 AM we were awakened by a loud bang just
outside our room. We looked out to see a car
speeding away and our Wing lyifiglly down on

its side. We quickly dressed and went out in the
pouring down rain to right the bike, puzzled as to
how our bike could end ufplly downon its right
side, away from the kickstand. In the morning,
other bikers staying at the hotel commented on
articles they had read in motorcycle magazines
about vandals pushing over bikes parked in a row
attempting to cause a domino effect. They also
pointed out the tire marks the vandals had left
when we had seen them speeding away...and had
our Wing been parked just a few inches closer to
the bike next to us, they would have, indeed,
succeeded in causing a domino effect and
knocking over more than a dozen bikes. As it
was, there was over a thousand dollars in damage
to our GL1500 Wing.

W hen traveling, pick a motel/hotel away from
large parking areas with lots of traffic like a
shopping mall. Don't leave anything on your
Wing for the night such as an Ipod or GPS. Of
course, always lock the bike and the steering and
if possible, cover your Wing with a full bike

cover. If traveling with a bike trailer, leave the
trailer attached and locked to your Wing and cover
your trailer as well. Always try to park close to
your room... and peek out to check on that beauty
from time to time.

K eep traveling, enjoy your Wing and hope for the
best.

Don and Renee

Words of Wisdom

Mi llions long for immortality that don't have a
clue what to do with themselves on a rainy Sunday
afternoon.
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From the Educator’'s Headlights

As | was trying to come up with this month’s
article | kept saying to myself, “let’'s see” so
finally | decided to write about SEE. What is
SEE? Well it is three letters that can potentially
keep you out of harm’s way. It is defined in the
MSF guide as follows:

S- Search- constantly searching and looking for
possible dangers in your path or those that can
come into your path.

E- Evaluate- if and when you spot a possible
danger then you evaluate what you will do to
avoid the danger.

E-Execute- you do what you can to reduce your
chances of being involved in the danger you have
spotted.

Basically ask yourself “what if” questions, such

as, what if that car doesn’t see me? What if that
person doesn't yield the right of way?. What if
there is something in the curve ahead? When you
search and evaluate effectively you can avoid
obstacles such as potholes, speed bumps, and road
debris.

So how does on&EEeffectively? Well a good

start is to use the following three lead times when
riding. The 2-second following distance is
considered to be the minimum distance with ideal
conditions, so for wet roads, reduced visibility, o
rider fatigue, allow yourself more time/space.

The next lead time is the 4-second immediate path
time, which is to say that anything that is witdin
seconds of your path is considered immediate
because a quick response will be required if
something goes awry. The 4 seconds allows time
and space to swerve and/or brake to miss what is
coming into your path. Finally, the third lead &m

is the 12-second anticipated path. Proper
searching technique requires you look ahead to an
area that would take 12 seconds to reach. This
provides time to prepare for a situation before it



becomes immediate. March Meeting Highlights

So, remember when you're riding & Ewhat is
happening around you. Search constantly and
have a great ride.

At the March meeting we again had several guest.
Chapter N took the COY mascot, Rascal. Allen,
from Chapter B in Indiana was kind enough to

ive us info on the upcoming 911 Escort ride.
John and Beth g P g

We discussed the upcoming wedding of Linda

and Bill; the Kentucky Ride In in May and a
Your Tax Dollars at Work future camping trip for chapter members in June.
Many turned in their ride forms (thank you) but
we still need others to fill those out and bringrth
to the next Chapter meeting on April 23rd.

Our Chapter hot potato, Harley, has made the
rounds since our February meeting. It seems
Harley has changed hands at least six times in the
last month. So check those pockets and purses.

L orrie won our chip game contest.

Pet of the Month

In memory of Nicki who passed away on
March 18"

April Birthdays

i

Lani Kratzwald
Mike McCarthy

Nicki
Don and Renee
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*Reminder*

April's Chapter meeting has been moved back
one week to April 2%.

High Mileage contest starts at the April 23rd
Chapter meeting. Please ride your bike if
possible. If not, bring your starting mileage with
you. Itis $5 a bike to join the contest and wpdo
we have numerous members take part in support
of Kentucky Chapter A.

April Events

Sunday, April 3 — Lunch, Past Time Fish House
Saturday, April 9" - 911 Escort
Sunday, April 10" — Visit Chapter S
Saturday, April 23" - Chapter Meeting
*High Mileage contest begins*

http://www.gwrrakya.org/11rides calendar.html
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Linda and Bill Wedding
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Kentucky District
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T he District Traveling Plaque is with Chapter A
Next meeting is Saturday, April 23rd
Rooster's
7405 Preston Highway
Louisville, KY
Eat @ 5:30 PM, Meet @ 6:30 PM

T he Coy Rabbit is with Chapter N
Next meeting is Friday, April 8th
Vanessa’s Heavenly Temptations

119-A S. Main St.
Dry Ridge, KY 41035
Eat @ 6:30 PM, Meet @ 7:30 PM

District Newsletter
http://www.gwrraky.com/id5.html
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AppalachiarRegionN Newsletters
Appalachian Gazette
http://www.region-n.org/Region-Gazette.html

National

NationalNewsletter Wingin’ It
http://www.gwrra.org/enewsletters.html
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Please Support Our Sponsors



