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From the Director’s Track 
 

 

Last month was the Kentucky Blast.  What a fun 
time!  Kentucky Chapter A appreciates all the 
hard work that the District Team put in to prepare 
for the Blast.  We all owe them a huge thank you. 
It was a delight to see so many Chapter A 
members attending.  Renee and I would like to 
personally thank all those that volunteered to work 
while at the Blast and congratulate all the winners.   
Chapter A did all right at the Blast. 
 

This year there was a Chapter Challenge and 
although a Tennessee chapter won first place, 
Derby City Wing Riders took the second place 
prize.  Linda Cook won a best poker hand game; 
Bill Cook won first place in the bike games; Joann 
won a 50/50, a game prize and first place in the 
light show; I won three game prizes and second 
place in the light show; Renee won one game 
prize and the logo contest for the 2012 Kentucky 
Blast…and most importantly, John and Beth 
brought the Kentucky District mascot, Rascal 
Rabbit, home to Chapter A.  Because of all their 
hard work , Rascal is now the permanent property 
of Derby City Wing Riders.  Great job, John and 
Beth! 
 

There was also a staged accident thanks to Mike   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VanHoose of Lexington’s Chapter C.  Mike 
arranged for a helicopter, police cars, EMC and  
fire trucks.  It was extremely well staged and very 
educational.  Our great District Director, Buddy 
McKenzie, volunteered to play the drunk driver 
that caused the accident.  Buddy was great.  He 
decided it would play best if he got mouthy with 
the police and was taken away in handcuffs!  John 
and Beth were also part of the staged accident and 
played their parts well.  John was carried to the 
helicopter but somewhat disappointed that he 
didn’t get a ride. 
 

For those of you who did not attend the Blast 
make sure you make plans to attend next year.  
You have no idea the fun time you are missing. 
 

Ride safe and make ‘um grin. 
 

 Don and Renee 
 
 

Words of Wisdom 
 

In the end, it's not the years in your life that count, 
it's the life in your years. 

DDeerr bbyy   CCii tt yy   
WWii nngg  RRii ddeerr ss   

GWRRA Chapter A         Louisville, Kentucky 
September 2011 

        Kentucky District                Region N 

To contact Chapter A Officers: 
gwrrakya@yahoo.com 

Derby City Wing Riders website: 
http://www.gwrrakya.org 
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From the Educator’s Headlights 
  

Team Riding 
 

In GWRRA we are always doing things in groups. 
We meet our fellow chapter members and ride 
together for lunch, dinner two to three times a 
month.  Most chapters have this kind of 
camaraderie and fellowship in one form or 
another.  Then, of course, there are our monthly 
gatherings (Chapter meetings) where we meet, eat 
and have fun.  And the rides we take to visit other 
chapters to support them and various other events 
that our chapter or district or another chapter has 
planned.  Most of the time we ride together in 
groups traveling to and from our destinations.  
 

Every time we ride in groups, someone is in the 
Lead position.  In our chapter, it is someone that 
we trust, respect and have confidence in. Someone 
with good judgment, who is prepared to lead the 
group from the starting point all the way to our 
destination.  Someone who has a planned route 
and who shares it with the group.  We also have 
another rider who is used to bring up the rear of 
the group. This is our drag bike, or Tail Gunner. 
These two, Lead and Drag, work together like The 
Captain and Tennille.  The Drag listens for the 
request from the Lead to “secure a lane” and then 
informs the Lead once the lane is “secure”.  The 
lead then tells the rest of the group to look either 
left or right and then to move left or right.  They 
communicate well with each other and with the 
rest of the group. They let us know what is going 
on around us when we are turning well in advance 
of our turn merging traffic, traffic in the 
crossroads.  With these two in charge we know 
that they are looking out for our safety and we feel 
that we are very safe and can enjoy the scenery 
around us.  
 

Hold on a minute though!!!!  We all need to 
remember that even those of us in the middle of 
the group also have responsibilities. We are 
responsible for passing on hand signals that the 
Lead may give such as the single file formation, 
pointing out potholes and road kill, sand, grass or 
rocks in the corners and other hazards. We need to 

be aware of who we are riding with, too.  The 
burden is not all the Lead and Drag bikes.  We 
cannot sleep because we are in the middle of the 
pack.  We must remain ALERT.  Remember 
hazards don’t just happen in front of the group.  A 
deer or dog or other animal could dart out in front 
of any one in the group.  We need to be aware of 
our surroundings and be prepared to act at all 
times.  It is nice to have a Lead and a Drag helping 
look out for our safety, but remember your safety 
is YOUR responsibility.  Do not give it away to 
someone else.  Be sure to ride your own ride even 
when team riding. 
   

Ride Safe. 
 

John and Beth 
 
 

July High Mileage Winner 

 
Gerry 

3,355 miles 
 
 

Pet of the Month 

 
Tweetie 

John and Beth 
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John and Beth bring home 
Rascal Rabbit home for good! 

 
 
 

August Meeting Highlights 
 

Another fun meeting.  We had several guest and 
were very happy to meet them.  Joann got lemons 
and a Buckwheat video!  The fun we all had at 
Kentucky Blast was shared and the upcoming Iron 
Man event was discussed.  
 

The Chapter also decided on October 8th for an 
over night trip.  Check out the message board on 
the web site and if you plan on going, please post 
so we can get a block of rooms at a hotel for a 
Saturday night.  (We will be discussing this again 
at the September meeting.)  
 

After the meeting we all rode to Barrel of Fun for 
the required ice cream. 

 
 

Argh! 

 
Some days we just get stuck and all you can do is 
smile and wait for someone to kindly remove your 

butt from the hole you find it wedged in. 

September Birthdays 

  
John Flaherty 
Kathy Lebre 

Donna Nelson 
Gail Poe 

Terry Rogers 
Joann Roth 

 
 

September Rides  
 

Sunday, September 4th – Sunset Grill 
Saturday, September 10th – Missy’s 
Wednesday, September 14th – Dessert Ride - 
Widow’s Walk 
Saturday, September 17th – Chapter Meeting 
Sunday, September 18th – Jailhouse Pizza 
Saturday, September 24th – Chautauqua festival   

(This is a joint ride with the Kentuckiana Three 
Wheelers.) 

http://www.gwrrakya.org/11rides_calendar.html 
 
 

October Rides  
 

Sunday, October 2nd – Huber’s 
Saturday, October 8th –*Weekend getaway*  
Saturday, October 15th– Chapter Meeting 
Sunday, October 16th – Our Best, Smithfield 
Saturday, October 22nd – Hall’s   
Wednesday, October 26th – Dessert Ride – Irish 
Rover 
Sunday, October 30th – Aunt Gravy’s 
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Kentucky District 

 
The District Traveling Plaque is with Chapter N. 

Next meeting is Friday, September 16th 
Carriage House 

Ramada Inn 
Paintsville, KY  

Eat @ 6:00 PM, Meet @ 7:00 
 

* The Coy Rabbit is now the property of  
 Kentucky Chapter A, 

Derby City Wing Riders 
 

 District Newsletter 
http://www.gwrraky.com/id5.html 

 
 

Regional 
 

 
 

Appalachian Region N Newsletters 
 Appalachian Gazette 

http://www.region-n.org/Region-Gazette.html 
 
 

National 
 

 
 

National Newsletter  Wingin’ It 
         http://www.gwrra.org/enewsletters.html 
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Please Support Our Sponsors 


