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From the Director’'s Track

Here it is October already and although we have a Ve do not know what plans Steve and Lani have
few rides left in this year's schedule, the number ~ for the Chapter when they take over next year but
of good riding days are, sadly, about over. It has should they decide to have members suggest rides

been a good year for Chapter A. As of mid as we have these past two years, it is also a good
September the total number of miles driven by time to start thinking about rides for the 2012
those in the h|gh mi|eage contest is 63,599 with season. If someone mentions a gOOd or an unusual

more to be added. | have no way of knowing how restaurant or some unique or fun place to visit, jo

many miles have been driven by those notinthe it down and keep it in mind or the 2012 ride

contest but it has to be several thousand and to my schedule.

knowledge all miles have been accident free. We

can all be very proud of this. T hree cheers for the 2011 riding season and we
all hope for an accident free great 2012.

When Renee and | get caught in a hard rain or

high winds or unusual cold we simply say we are Ride safe and make ‘um grin.

making memories. But memories can be made

anytime. Think about the roads we traveled, the Don and Renee

places we visited, the people we met, the laughs

we had and most importantly the calories we

consumed. Hopefully there will be a memory or

two that will bring a smile to your face and Words of Wisdom

something to talk about in the years to come.

Some of those good times have been captured in | |ove the sense of camaraderie when an entire
the pictures we took and put on our web site. Feel |ine of bikes team up to prevent a jerk from cugtin
free to download any of those pictures to help in at the front. Stay strong, brothers and sisters

preserve the memories.
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From the Educator’'s Headlights

Buyer Beware (Or At Least Be Informed)
When It's Time to Replace Your Riding

Jacket
By Bob Berry
Director- Rider Courses

Buying a motorcycle helmet that will do its job
when needed is pretty simple. Just look for the
DOT sticker and stamp and you have a helmet that
will do its job when needed. If your headgear also
has a Snell rating, so much the better. The ffest o
your choice is all about fit, color, comfort and
design. But, during my recent search for a new
riding jacket, | discovered (once again) how much
| didn’t know about the subject. So what follows
are things to consider and for you to decide what
is fact and what may be “marketing.” Sources
include marketing materials from several
manufacturers that shall remain nameless and
several industry magazines and Web sites. For
exhaustive detail on the European standards, visit:
http://www.pva-ppe.org.uk/standards.htm

When many of us were in our teens, jacket choice
was pretty simple — tough black leather. But now
we have leather in multiple weights and materials
like Cordora, Ballistic Nylon, and Kevlar. Which

is best? The answer is, “The one you are going to
wear.” Anything beats riding in a T-shirt. But

how do you know the one you are going to wear
will do the job when it's needed? There are no
officially approved safety standards in the U.3. fo
motorcycle jackets. The American Society for
Testing and Materials (ASTM) may try to change
that in the future, but for now, we are limited to
the CE (Conformite European) standard used
widely in Europe and adopted by some American
manufactures. Testing of body armor to meet the
CE standard is similar to the U.S. DOT tests for
helmets.

T he difficulty is that some jackets have a “CE
Approved” label which only means that the body
armor used in the jacket is approved, not the jacke
material itself. So claims such as “abrasion
resistant,” “shock absorbing,” “impact resistant,”

© Derby City Wing Riders Newsletter, October 2011

may be misleading. For a jacket to live up to
those claims, it would have to meet the PPE
standards (Personal Protective Equipment) set in
England in 1995.

Some mesh jackets have a Polyurethane coating
that reportedly may melt into the skin when

sliding on asphalt. Others are equipped with body
armor that would easily fail CE criteria and
provide little protection in the event of an
unplanned separation of you and your Wing.
When that happens, research tells us that there are
critical areas of the body needing the most
protection. The area of the most frequent impacts
includes knees, hips, elbows and shoulders. So
ensure that your proposed purchase offers good
protection in those areas.

While protection of other upper body parts may
not require as much armor, abrasion resistance,
seam strength and tear resistance are important
considerations. The minimum requirement to
meet “high abrasion resistance” (sliding on your
back, for example) is 4 seconds. An ordinary pair
of denim jeans provides 0.6 seconds and a single
layer of 1.4 mm cow hide will last 5.8 seconds.
The material itself should have a tear-strength
strong enough to repel a sharp object from
penetrating the outer layer and jackets should be
lined with a slippery material to allow your body
to slide against the external shell, further redgci
the risk of your skin being penetrated by sharp
objects that get through the outer layer.
Additionally the lining should have a high melting
point to ensure it does not melt into your skin
under friction from road surfing.

None of the protective material will do you any
good if the seams separate under stress. A test
reported in Motorcycle News, in the UK found
only 4 out of 18 leather suits from the major
European manufacturers passed all the tests
against the European Standard. Twelve of these
suits failed the burst test due to either thread
and/or leather failure. Look closely at the seams.
Seams in the critical areas should have at least on
row of concealed or protected stitching to hold the
seam together after the visible stitching has been
worn away against the road surface. Check the
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stitching. It should be regular with no dropped
stitches which indicate a potentially weakened
seam. Leather should have 11-14 stitches per 5
cm; fabric should have 13-16 stitches per 5 cm.
Too few stitches means the seam will be too weak,
but too many stitches will actually weaken the
fabric. Additional layers should be double
stitched.

Getting the answers to all of this requires some
research. Magazine reviews and motorcycle Web
sites are a good place to start. I've had gook luc
talking directly with the jacket manufacturers.
Most are pretty straightforward with their
responses to my questions.

So which jacket is best? To repeat — “the one you
are going to wear.” Choose yours for comfort,
utility, visibility, good looks, and price. Thenld

a little homework to ensure that the jacket will
perform well at the critical time.

Ride safe.

John and Beth

August High Mileage Winner
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Gerry
6,182 miles
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Pet of the Month

Bugsy, Pepper and Scooter
Joann

September Meeting Highlights

Another fun meeting although Rooser’s messed
up yet again and failed to save our room for us but
considering, it was not too bad. We had guest
from Alabama Chapter B and were very happy to
meet them.

T he Chapter confirmed the Octobéf &eekend
getaway and Renee and | are really looking
forward to the little trip. Check out the message
board on the web site and if you plan on going,
please post so we can get a block of rooms at a
hotel for a Saturday night. Renee will be sending
emails out to all those that responded on the
message board.

L inda won our chip game. Congratulations to
Linda!

After the meeting we went to Barrel of Fun for
ice cream.



OctobeLEirthdays
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Sharon Archer
Mike Lebre

October Anniversaries
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Bruce and Ann Jump
Mark and Joan Mullineaux

October Rides

Sunday, October 2° — Huber's

Saturday, October 8th—+Weekend getaway

Saturday, October 18'— Chapter Meeting

Sunday, October 18 —Our Best, Smithfield

Saturday, October 229 —Hall's

Wednesday, October 28 — Dessert Ride — Irish

Rover

Sunday, October 38' — Aunt Gravy's
http://www.gwrrakya.org/11rides_calendar.html

*Reminder**

High mileage and the patch contest end at the
October Chapter meeting. Please email your
mileage if you cannot attend. It is important that
we get everyone’s mileage since we have an
average winner this year.

Also the Patch Contest ends. Be sure and bring
your forms and a disk with your pictures to the
October meeting to turn into Steve and Lani.
Thank you.

Happy Halloween!
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Kentucky District
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Regron N

T he District Traveling Plaque is with Chapter N.
Next meeting is Friday, September 16th
Carriage House
Ramada Inn
Paintsville, KY
Eat @ 6:00 PM, Meet @ 7:00

District Newsletter
http://www.gwrraky.com/id5.html

Regional
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AppalachiarRegionN Newsletters
Appalachian Gazette
http://www.region-n.org/Region-Gazette.html

National

NationalNewsletter Wingin’ It
http://www.gwrra.org/enewsletters.html




Please Support Our Sponsc
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