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From the Director’s Track 
 

DEER WHISTLES 
 

Do deer whistles work?  This is a discussion we 
have had at our house from time to time.  When 
we purchased our used GL1500 it had several 
extras already installed including deer whistles.  
Not those plastic ones you find on the Internet 
today but a nice heavy metal set.  Numerous times 
while traveling we saw deer react to us as we 
passed by.  One time in particular stands out.  We 
were riding on I-71 at dusk in an area with a wide, 
wooded median where there are always numerous 
deer.  Several hundred yards ahead we spotted 
four deer grazing at the side of the road and as 18 
wheeler roared past them the deer showed no 
reaction, continuing to graze.  Yet minutes later as 
we approached, well behind the truck and in the 
far lane, the deers’ heads shot up and they turned 
to watch us as we passed.  This was not the only 
time we had seen this behavior and this has 
convinced Renee that they do, indeed, work…or at 
least the nice metal set that came with our GL1500 
worked. 
 

Do deer whistles work?  I decided to do a little 
research.  What I found out in a word is NO.  Any 
whistle works by air passing through and  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
producing an audible or ultrasonic sound.  The 
problem with deer whistles is that the moving bike 
also gives off sounds that may overlay or cancel 
out the whistle sound.  The speed of the bike can 
also alter the frequency not to mention water, dirt 
and bugs plugging up the whistles and stopping 
the sound altogether.  And remember, these are 
wild animals.  Some little whistle sound will not 
stop a male deer from crossing a road to get to a 
female.  All of the studies by independent and 
state police conclude deer whistles do not work so 
what should we do to minimize a collision with a 
deer? 
 

Watch for deer especially before sunrise and at 
dusk.  More deer-car accidents occur during these 
times of day than any other time. 
 

Drive carefully when you are in deer crossing 
zones.  These signs are posted in areas known to 
have large populations of deer or in areas where 
agricultural fields divide from forest areas. 
 

Use high beam headlights if there are no 
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oncoming vehicles.  High beams will allow the 
driver to better see the eyes of the deer. 
 

Honk the horn when you see deer next to the 
roadway or highway.  This will help scare the deer 
away from the roadway. 
 

Blink your high beams at the deer.  Deer seem to 
be in a trance when they see headlights.  By 
blinking your headlights at them, it can help to 
wake them to the danger heading toward them. 
 

Brake, if possible, when you see a deer in or near 
the roadway or highway.  Stay in your lane of 
traffic and brake firmly.  Be careful not lock the 
brakes on your vehicle because that can cause you 
to lose control. 
 

Never ride on someone’s bumper, bike or car, but 
especially at dawn and dusk.  If they stop suddenly 
because of an animal in the road…your bad! 
 

Follow these simple hints, drive carefully, 
especially at dusk or dawn and watch for those 
deer.  Although the facts say the whistles do not 
work, if it makes you feel better then by all means 
install a set on your bike but still follow the safety 
advice listed above. 
 

And yes, Renee still searches the Internet from 
time to time to find a set like those nice metal ones 
we had on our GL1500 to mount on our GL1800. 
 

Ride safe and keep the shinny side up and the 
rubber side down. 
 

 Don and Renee 
 
 

Words of Wisdom 
 

Map Quest really needs to start their directions on 
# 5.   I'm pretty sure I know how to get out of my 
neighborhood. 

 
 

From the Educator’s Headlights 
  

The Power of the Wave 
(This month’s article comes from an article by Joe and Judy 
Pirillo, Iowa Senior District Educators.) 
 

One of the first words we learn as a baby is 
HELLO, which is one of the most powerful and 
rewarding words.  It is definitely better than 
saying goodbye.  Saying HELLO to someone 
when you first meet them immediately puts them 
at ease and you start a conversation on a most 
friendly word.  What does saying HELLO have to 
do with riding motorcycles and riding them 
safely?  Well, let’s look at this just a little deeper. 
 

First, let’s agree that a FRIENDLY WAVE is the 
same thing as saying HELLO.  It seems to me one 
of the first things we learn when we start riding 
with GWRRA, next to food and ice cream, is that 
the members are one of the most FUN loving, 
patriotic, hugging and WAVING group you will 
ever know.  When out riding, a friendly WAVE to 
other motorcycles is letting them know we both 
enjoy the same thing.  When we extend a friendly 
WAVE to other road users, including pedestrians, 
it makes them notice us.  That’s exactly what we 
want, to SEE and be SEEN.  It also lets the 
recipients of our WAVE know that we are a 
friendly group and enjoy people.  A WAVE to a 
child is worth gold.  They will notice, wave back 
and tell their parents so now the adults are aware 
of our presence.  We have been SEEN. 
 

Oh, nuts, that person didn’t WAVE back so I’m 
not going to WAVE anymore.  NO… NO… NO… 
keep WAVING as not only do you want the person 
to whom you WAVED to notice but also the tons 
of other observers out there as once again we want 
to be SEEN.  Friendliness is so rare nowadays; it’s 
disarming, so use the WAVE to let people know 
that we are FRENIDS out having FUN.  Respect 
begets respect and a WAVE will help you start a 
lot of conversations on your outing.  You never 
know, you may meet the same person you just 
waved to at your next stop. 
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The simple WAVE can be our first step on being 
noticed on the roadways.  Join us and start 
WAVING even more than you do now.  Not only 
will you see a lot of people smiling at you, the 
WAVE will put you and your co-rider in a very 
happy frame of mind.  Just try it, you may like it. 
 
Use the Power… WAVE! 
 

Ride Safe. 
 

John and Beth 
 
 

Ever had one of those days? 
 

 
 
 

Pet of the Month 
 

 
Bella 
Bev 

April Meeting Highlights 
 

At the April meeting we again had several guest.  
Chapter N took the COY mascot, Rascal, and 
Chapter V took home the Traveling Plaque.  It was 
very nice to see several NEW faces at the meeting 
and hope to see them all again soon.  
 

Our Chapter hot potato, Harley, has made the 
rounds since our February meeting.  I think it 
changed hands 5 or 6 times during the April 
meeting.   It is funny to see everyone checking 
their pockets and purses.  Soon, when we start our 
Chapter rides guess it will be trunks and 
saddlebags. 
 

 
 

H igh Mileage began at the April meeting.  If you 
are taking part and we do not have your mileage, 
be sure to email it in.  Also, any that still want to 
join in on the High Mileage contest, still plenty of 
time. 
 
 

*Reminder* 
 

Don’t forget that next month’s Chapter meeting 
has been moved to the Elizabethtown Crossroads 
Campgrounds and will be at 4 PM along with 
Chapters T and U.  Dinner to follow at the 
campground—no charge, just bring your choice of 
drink and then come sit around the campfire or 
play some games with us.  And May is the 
Chapter’s birthday so we will have a cake at the 
campground for Chapter members. 
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May Birthdays  
 

 
 

Ken Maxwell 
Mark Mullineaux 

Tina Rhudy 
Karen Rogers 

Don Vier 
 
 

May Anniversaries 
 

 
 

Ken and Lorrie Maxwell 
 
 

May Rides 
 

Sunday, May 1st – Lunch, Stephen Foster’s and     
Picture Day 
Thursday, May 12th – Dessert Ride, Bruster’s—
Bring Your Own Banana for ½ price banana split. 
Saturday, May 14th - Metamora 
Friday and Saturday May 20th and 21st – 
Kentucky Ride In—Elizabethtown Crosswroads 
Campground 
Saturday, May 21st - Chapter Meeting  
*Elizabethtown Crossroads Campground 4 PM* 

Sunday, May 29th – Lunch Ride - KY Railway 
Museum 
http://www.gwrrakya.org/11rides_calendar.html   
 
 

June Rides 
 

Saturday, June 4th – Spring Mill 
Wednesday, June 8th – Dessert Ride-Polly Freeze 
Sunday, June 12th – Relay for Life 
Saturday, June 18th – Chapter Meeting 
Sunday, June 19th – Wallace Station 
Saturday, June 25th – Missy’s 
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Kentucky District 

 
The District Traveling Plaque is with Chapter V 

Next meeting is Monday, May 16th 
Smoke House Grill, 
359 Peggy Flats Rd, 
Berea, KY 40403. 

Eat @ 6 PM,  Meet @ 7 PM  
 

The Coy Rabbit is with Chapter N 
Next meeting is Friday, May 13th 
Vanessa’s Heavenly Temptations 

119-A S. Main St. 
Dry Ridge, KY 41035  

Eat @ 6:30 PM,  Meet @ 7:30 PM 
 

 District Newsletter 
http://www.gwrraky.com/id5.html 

 
 

Regional 

 
 

Appalachian Region N Newsletters 
 Appalachian Gazette 

http://www.region-n.org/Region-Gazette.html 
 
 

National 

 
 

National Newsletter  Wingin’ It 
         http://www.gwrra.org/enewsletters.html 
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Please Support Our Sponsors 


