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From the Director’'s Track

Summer has not officially arrived but Derby City
Wing Riders riding season has begun and after 5
months of bitter cold and 2 months of wet Renee
and | are more than ready to get back in the
saddle.

T hus far with the hot days early in the season,
then cold, then back to hot we have had one
Chapter dessert ride between the rain storms and a
few of us have been on rides to capture the plaque
or the COY mascot. We had a great time. Steve
and Lani's Chapter patch contest also has some of
us out riding to get those allusive letters...and tha
makes for fun and challenging rides. (Any that
would like to join in the contest, it's not toodat

You have until the October Chapter meeting to get
as many letters as you like.)

Renee and | have been riding with the chapter
since July of 2003 and over the years we have
missedveryfew Chapter rides. As you can
imagine we have been to numerous places, ridden
the same roads multiple times and eaten at the
same restaurant several times. We have found
even though you may ride the same roads there is
always something different to see and each and
every time we have enjoyed the ride and
especially the company of our fellow Derby
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City Wing Riders. This year we are again drawing
Chapter rides and many in the Chapter have
contributed. Thank you. Some of the rides we
draw will beoldies but goodieand some will be
places we have never been or have not been for
many years.

L ast summer was so hot that it kept some Chapter
members from riding much. Those that did brave
the heat found that once you were out on those
winding roads with the trees and the shade, it
made for a much more pleasant ride than you
would have expected. Hopefully this year’s riding
season will not be as hot and although no one
knows what this year will bring, we do know that
whenever we ride with fellow Derby City Wing
Riders, wealwayshave fun.

Ride safe and make ‘um grin.

Don and Renee

Words of Wisdom

Nothing sucks more than that moment during an
argument when you realize you're wrong.

1



From the Educator’'s Headlights

"] never saw him. He came out of nowhere!"
That's probably the most common statements
heard at a collision between an automobile and a
motorcyclist. They're usually made by the
operator of the auto because the motorcyclist is
unconscious (or worse).

As riders we wonder, "How caheyNOT see us?
Are theyjust not looking?" A lack of attention on
the part of the driver does explain some of the
car/bike collisions; the distracted driver, cell
‘phones, unruly children, etc. All these can
contributeBUT some responsibility belongs to the
motorcyclist as well. 1 know. | know. That's
heresy. Let me explain.

M otorcycles make up about 3% of the "normal”
traffic flow. People "see" what they expect to;see
things like cars and trucks. Unless the rider does
something to visually stand out, he can be easily
overlooked. MotorcycleAREmuch harder to see
than cars/trucks because of their smaller size. A
motorcycle can easily be "lost" in the background
even with the headlight on. Many motorcycles are
colors that lend themselves to blending into the
environment. Particularly dark colored machines
(black or dark grey is the color of pavement after
all). Many motorcyclist wear dark colored
helmets (or no helmet at all, but we won't discuss
that here) AND dark colored clothing. A number
of studies in the United States and abroad have
shown that a light colored (white, silver, yellow)
helmet is more noticeable (during daylight hours)
than a dark colored (black, dark red, dark blue)
helmet. Why? The driver sees this bright colored
"orb" floating above the traffic (most riders heads
are higher than the hoods/windshields of cars3. It
DIFFERENT.

L astly (and sadly), most motorcyclists are not
skilled in emergency maneuvers. Over 13% of the
motorcyclists involved in fatal crashes made NO
effort to avoid the collision. They didn't brake,
they didn't swerve, they just rode right into the
collision. That's because, after they've gotteirth
license, they don't practice those kinds of
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maneuvers regularly (or ever). Motorcycling is a
SKILL. It takes practice.

So how can you NOT be tHavisible

Motorcyclis? Position your bike so it can be seen
and identified in the traffic stream. Wear bright
colors. Consider getting a brightly colored bike.
PRACTICE your emergency maneuvers. Or you
could take the advice | got from a very
experienced rider. He told nmet to "ride like |

was invisible." He told me to ride like they can
see me and are actively planning to do something
to take me out!"

Ride safe.

John and Beth

May Meeting Highlights

L ast month’s meeting was held at the Kentucky
Ride In, a joint meeting with Chapters T and U.

Of course the District Team was there and Region
Team members attended as well.

We had a great time. Several Chapter members
camped over the weekend and more rode down to
attend Saturday’s meeting. Lani and Steve
showed up with their beautiful new RV----VERY
NICE! We played games in the pavilion and on
the grounds; there was dancing Saturday night and
on both Friday and Saturday a large crowd of
members from other chapters joined us at our
campfire. We laughed so hard our sides ached. It
is wonderful to share time with fellow GWRRA
members. There was one brief rain storm
Saturday night while we eating dinner but by the
time dinner had ended, the rain had stopped.
Unfortunately, it did cause some of Chapter A’s
members that had ridden down for the meeting
and dinner to head home early to beat the storm.

M any of Chapter A’s members won prizes. John
and Bethcleaned housen the District 50/50!

Next year plan on attending the Ride In. You
won't regret it.



About right!

1 TOM'S SHELL

Self  Cash or

Serve Credit

ARM®

Pet of the Month

 Mickey
Steve and Lani

June Birthdays

t®

Bruce Jump
Steve Kratzwald
Jo Rippy
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June Anniversaries

40

Tim and Sandy McNary
Terry and Karen Rogers

June Rides

Saturday, June 4" — Spring Mill

Saturday, June 11" --Tony Blunk Memorial ride-
Metamora

Sunday, June 12 — Relay for Life

Saturday, June 18' — Chapter Meeting
Wednesday, June 22nd- Dessert Ride - Polly
Freeze

Saturday, June 28" — Abe’s Country Cooking

http://www.gwrrakya.org/11rides calendar.html

July Rides

Sunday, July 3% —Picnic LunchBernheim
Forest

July 6™ thru 10" —~Wing Ding, Knoxville, TN
Wednesday, July 18 —Dessert Ride - Sweet
Surrender Cafe

Saturday, July 16" — Chapter Meeting
Sunday, July 17" —Wallace Station
Saturday, July 23° —Greensburg, IN
Sunday, July 3f'— Overlook, Brunch ride
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Kentucky District
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T he District Traveling Plaque is with Chapter N
Next meeting is Friday, June 10th
Vanessa’'s Heavenly Temptations

119-A S. Main St.
Dry Ridge, KY 41035
Eat @ 6:30 PM, Meet @ 7:30

T he Coy Rabbit is with Chapter Y
Next meeting is Thursday, June 2nd
Majestic Family Restaurant

700 S. 6th St.
Mayfield, KY 42066
Eat @ 6:00, Meet @ 7:00 (Central Time)

District Newsletter
http://www.gwrraky.com/id5.html
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AppalachiarRegionN Newsletters
Appalachian Gazette
http://www.region-n.org/Region-Gazette.html

National
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NationalNewsletter Wingin’ It
http://www.gwrra.org/enewsletters.html




Please Support Our Sponsc
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