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From the Director’'s Track

| n May we had an article in the newsletter about
all of us representing GWRRA, riding responsibly,
wearing our safety gear and that GWRRA has
always been the leader in stressing motorcycle
safety. In the June newsletter our Chapter
Educator, Bill, had an excellent article concerning
flat tires and what to do should that happen ta you
The weekend following Father’'s Day, we met
someone who brought these two subjects together
in a way we hope none of us will ever experience.

W e were at Heritage Honda having wheel
balancers installed on the Wing when a young
man walked in to talk to Charlie, head of Heritage
Honda service department. It was immediately
apparent that the young man was having a bad
day. The young man began talking with Charlie
and stated he was just trying to keep himself busy
and wanted nothing special. In a short time he
also began chatting with the two of us and in the
conversation that followed we learned that his
mother and father had been out riding on their
bike just the weekend before, on Father’s Day,
when the back tire blew. Evidently, they had been
traveling at a good speed as he stated that his
father had been able to slow the bike down to
about 35 miles per hour before he lost control and
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the bike went down. His mother escaped with
only some bruises but when the bike went down
his father’s head hit a rock. He was not wearing a
helmet. He was instantly killed. The medical
examiner told the young man that had his father
been wearing a helmet, the extent of his injuries
would have been a broken thumb.

W e do not know what type of motorcycle his
father was riding but we do know from the
conversation that it was not a Goldwing. We do
not know if his father had ever taken a motorcycle
ERC class or if he had the benefit of excellent
articles, such as Bill and Linda’s, on what to do
should you have a flat tire while riding. We do
know his father was not a member of a GWRRA
chapter where safely and wearing the proper
safety gear is stressed on each and every ride. If
he had been, perhaps he would be alive today.

L ast fall, we had a tire go flat while on the way
home from Wings Over Smokies. Fortunately, it
was not a blow out and we found a place, although
not really an emergency stopping lane, to get off
the highway. A few years ago, Bruce had a back
tire go flat on a ride. Again, although it was not

an emergency safety lane, we found a place for the



group to pull off the road and with the help of

Mike Lebre and his son, we got the tire changed.
Mike and Kathy had a back tildow out while
traveling out west. From what we have been told,
Mike was traveling at a good speed when the tire
blew. Mike is an excellent driver and with his
knowledge and skill he managed to get the bike
stopped without injury to anyone or any damage to
the bike. Each of us were fortunate when our back
tires went, all of us have taken numerous ERC
classes...and all were wearing the proper safety
gear at the time.

| n 2008 when Bruce was our Chapter Educator,
he orderedanotorcycle awarenessafety signs for
the chapter and most of us purchased them and
have them in our yards during the riding season.
Frank and Kathy Albert, Region N Directors, have
had articles in the Appalachian Gazette concerning
motorcycle awareness and have the signs still
available through Region N. Darrell Webb,
Chapter Director of Chapter S, has a message on
our Chapter message board about someone
wanting a headlight modulator because a motorist
didn’t see him and turned in front of him. And we
are all aware that just this past March Bruce was
hit by a car while the car was changing lanes and
somehow the driver managed to miss the fact that
on a beautiful, sunny afternoon a large, red
Goldwing motorcycle was already occupying that
lane. Bruce’s bike was totaled but Bruce was
fortunate to escape with no life threatening
injuries. He was wearing all his safety gear and
we all saw what that accident did to his jacket.

T hat day at Heritage Honda as we watched that
young man walk away, overwhelmed with sadness
at the lost of his father on Father’s Day, our tear
went out to him. None of us like to think about an
accident because another driver didn’t see us...
because those in cars do not think about the fact
that they are sharing the roads with motorcycles
and are not practicing more awareness...or of
having a tire blow on a ride. But thank goodness
we have the benefit of articles from our Chapter
Educator, most of us have taken ERC classes and
we wear our safety gear and practice safe driving
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habits. And much of the credit goes to our
Chapter Educator and the fact that we are
members of an organization that stresses

motorcycle safety, GWRRA.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

W e had finished this article for the newsletter and
had the newsletter all but assembled when Tony
had his accident. We agonized over the decision
of keeping the above article or writing another.
After much soul searching, we decided this subject
is much too important and left the article as
written.

T he accident resulting in Tony’s death was in no
way his fault. A driver ran a red light and
broadsided him. That day Tony was running a
short errand on his trike. He suffered two broken
ribs and head injuries. Tony had several health
problems which only added to the trauma of the
accident.

K entucky Chapter A has lost a dear friend and we
will miss him each and every day.

Don and Renee

In Memory of Tony Blunk

1948 — 2010



Words of Wisdom

Friendship is special, value it.

July High Mileage Winners

Don and Renee

July Meeting Highlights

At the July meeting we had several new faces and
we were glad to have them join us. We discussed
the Kentucky Blast coming up August,®" and

7™. We also discussed the upcoming Louisville
Iron Man Triathlon coming up this month as well
as a Poker Run sponsored by another organization
to benefit autistic children.

Before the meeting ended we drew rides for
September and included in the September
schedule is the Elwood Tipton Memorial ride to
Furnace Mountain on Elwood’s birthday,
September 11th.

Following the meeting, some of us went on an ice
cream ride to Barrel of Fun.
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August Anniversaries

3

Tony and Beverly Blunk
Steve and Becky Dineen

August Birthdays

Beverly Blunk
Bill Cook
Steve Dineen
Linda Pardue

Ahh....no comment

August Rides

August 1** “Brown Bag 111

August 5", 6"% 7" _Kentucky Blast
August 14 — Missy'’s Out of the Way
August 18" — First Iron Man Practice Run
August 18" — Dessert Ride — Irish Rover
August 27 — Second Iron Man Practice Ru
August 22nd—- Wallace Station

August 28" — Iron Man Meet & Greet
August 29" — Louisville Iron Man

August 32" — Iron Man Volunteer Dinner



September Rides

September ' —Dessert Ride - Chiller’s
September &' —Penn Store

September 11" — Elwood Tipton Memorial Ride
September 18 — Dessert Ride — River Rd DQ
September 1§ — Dinner Ride — Mike Lennigs
September 28 — Mammoth Cave

September 28" — Dessert Ride — Polly Freeze

*Shirt Orders*

We are out of almostll Chapter shirts and will

be taking shirt orders at the August meeting. We
do not stock Polo shirts so we will need to know
who is interested in one and the size. Also, we
will be ordering T-shirts and sweatshirts. The
shirts should be available at the September
Chapter meeting.
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From the Educator’'s Headlights
“Attitude...”

L et's talk about your game face. The matter of
whether or not you are in the right “frame of

mind” to ride or not. Are you thinking about the
asphalt rolling past or a loose end you have at
work? Did you and the better half have a spat and
you are now plotting revenge? You get the drift!

T his happens, especially to frequent riders like us,
and is a factor to the safe arrival of your Wing to
her next resting spot. | believe that riding a
motorcycle is probably 85% mental. And
depending on traffic maybe 90% in some of the
cases | have experienced. Making yourself ready
is the single most important safety check.

Okay, they say that when truly comfortable on
your machine you start to become “one” with your
machine. | really believe it to be true to an exte

| know when I'm riding lazy my Wing kinda
moves lazy too. And when | am riding alert my
bike seems to have a little more agility. But gver
bike | have ridden for the first time is always wid
awake and ready to go. So in essence my point is
every bike has attitude just like us. | guess it i
like pet owners starting to look like their pets as
far as becoming one with our machines.

Now lets look into the combination of the
personalities, or attitudes if you will, of you and
your Wing. How do other motorist see you? Do
they see you at all? There are ways to make
yourself more visible without changing the color
of your bike. | suggest a little swerve when in
traffic. Flash your brake lights from time-to-time
Turn on your flashers if you do not think the
driver behind you is paying attention. Flex adjit
attitude!

| have been trying to find a way to work this into
the attitude theme and | just have not found a way.
So I'm just going to switch gears a little and talk
about spacing in traffic. | see a common mistake
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in motorcycling all the time and it scares me. |
hate to watch a motorcycle trail a car at 50 mph 12
feet off the bumper. Or to watch someone ride
next to an 18 wheeler for 30 miles on an Interstate
Please, if you do not already, give yourself an out
Look around and think about things that may
happen and where are you and the Wing going to
go if it does. Give yourself that room to move if
the car beside you starts to drift over.

Till next time, keep it safe and enjoy the ride!!

Bill and Linda

Kentucky District

Kentucky Blast August 5" — 7th

Center for Rural Development
2292 South Hwy 27
Somerset, KY 42501

T he District Traveling Plaque starts anew at the
Kentucky Blast. To see which chapter has the
Plaque check the Kentucky District web site
following the Blasthttp://www.gwrraky.com/

T he COY mascot also starts anew at the
Kentucky Blast. To see which chapter has the
mascot check the Kentucky District web site
following the Blastattp://www.gwrraky.com/

National

NationalNewsletter Wingin’ It
http://lwww.gwrra.org/enewsletters.html

Regional

AppalachiarRegionN Newsletters
Appalachian Gazette
http://www.region-n.org/Region-Gazette.html




Please Support Our Sponsc
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