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From the Director’'s Track

When was the last time you looked at the
maintenance schedule in your owner’'s manual? If
you are like me, probably not in a long while. |
think most of us change the oil on a regular basis
and that’s about it so this month let's go over a
few helpful tips on maintenance.

For oil changes Use one of those funnels with a
long neck and | keep a rolled up paper towel
stuffed in the neck when not in use so it does not
collect dirt. When removing the right side cover
to get to the oil cap, for some reason the covér wi
sometimes catch at the lower left corner. If this
happens, put a piece of tape on the end of a small
screwdriver and gently pry it out. And while you
have the side cover in your hand why not give it a
good cleaning? | try to do this anytime | take a
piece off the bike. One last thing before you
replace any piece, spray the grommets with
silicone to make it easier to remove next timé. (I
anyone has any trouble changing the oil, JOAnn
has a 10 page instruction, ah, manual that we feel
sure she would be happy to share. *grin*)

T he final drive oil...when was the last time it was
checked? The manual calls for a level check
every 8,000 miles and states it should be replaced

every 24,000. Personally, | change the final drive
oil about every second or third engine oil change,
6,000 to 9,000 miles, which is much more often
than called for and | let it drain while the engine
oil drains. Here are a couple of tips you may
already know. After it drains, wrap a clean rag
around your finger and wipe out the bottom of the
final drive. You just might be surprised what
comes out. To refill the final drive attach a rebb
hose long enough to make the bottle higher than
the fill hole. Squeeze the bottle to fill. Fifluntil

it overflows, replace the plug, wipe off the
overflow oil and you are done.

Next brake and clutch fluid. We all look at the
little window every now and then but have you
ever done a complete fluid change? The manual
states to do a change every 12,000 miles. Even
though both systems are closed moisture can build
up in the system causing failure. Believe me |
have seen this happen with a clutch. Unless you
have a pump, changing the fluid is a two person
job. One to pump the lever and the other to bleed
the line.

Do you ever think about the front fork oil? | saw
a video on how to change the front fork oil and it
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involves more than | wish to handle so personally

| take it in for maintenance and let a professional
do it. In the video the oil was black just likeeds
motor oil and the fork oil did not have that many
miles on it. | could not find any information inet
manual about how often to change the fork oil but
if you think about the pounding the front forks

take on any given ride, it should give you reason
enough to have it changed at some point. When |
had the fork oil changed on my Wing | also had
the fork seals changed. Chris at Shelby Cycle, one
of our web page sponsors did the work. Chris said
in between changes you should also occasionally
pull the fork dust shield up on each fork and clean
under them with a clean cloth.

When was the last time you checked the engine
coolant level? Since the coolant level is supposed
to be checked at operating temperature, if you are
like me, the last thing you want to do after a long
ride is jump off the bike and check the level but
periodically that is exactly what you should do.
The manual calls for a complete coolant change
every 12k miles. | kept checking mine, saw the
coolant looked good and waited, no doubt much
longer than | should have finally changing mine at
48Kk. | have read in order to totally remove all of
the coolant from the engine you need some kind of
vacuum pump which | do not have. Since the
amount that will not drain is less than a quart, |
decided to change the coolant with only what
would drain. The drain plug is located on the front
of the engine near the bottom. Easy to get to and
remove. To get to the fill spout you need to
remove the right side pocket.

| am not sure if this is even a problem but | am
going to mention it anyway. Water in the gas
tank. | was raised on a farm and my father made it
a habit to fill the tractor gas tank when the days
work was finished. The air in the tank holds
moisture and as the air in the tank cools the
moisture will condense and fall into the gas. 8inc
water is heavier than gas it will fall to the baotto

of the tank. This may cause a problem the next
time you start the bike so why not fill the tank on
the way home instead of waiting until the start of

the next Chapter ride or trip. And make sure to
store your bike for the winter with a full gas tank

When | had the tire balancers installed on my
bike, Charlie, head mechanic at Heritage Honda,
started scrubbing my chrome wheel with steel
wool. He must have seen the look on my face.
Quickly Charlie explained that using 0000 steel
wool will not scratch the chrome and actually is
good for polishing and cleaning chrome. He said
you can even use it on the chrome covered plastic.
| am using it now, especially on the chromed
metal pieces but | am very careful when it comes
to the chromed plastic pieces. There is also an
even finer steel wool, 00000.

Hope some of these tips will help others and
remember we have a “Helpful Tips” section on the
Chapter web site linked under the Technical
Information page. Any and all helpful tips are
more than welcome so if you have any you would
like to share, just email them in.

Don and Renee

Words of Wisdom

One joy dispels a hundred cares.

Congratulations to Chapter A
Newlyweds

Steve and Lani Kratzwald
Assistant Chapter Directors
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First Place Kentucky Blast
GL1200

John and Beth Flaherty

Chapter Educator, Bill Cook

It is official now!

Rick Andreen, Assistant District Educator,
presents Bill with his Educator certificate.

And a VERY special best wishes, congratulations
and a life time of happiness to Bill and Linda who
have recently become engaged with plans for a

What a beauty!

From the Educator’'s Headlights
“Push it

One of the most shocking things in my life is the
first time | dragged a peg. Just cruising along
pushing my bike as hard as | knew how and a
scraping sound out of nowhere filled every
molecule on the surface of both my eardrums.
Actually it took me a few minutes to figure out
what it was. There was no real change in the way
my bike went through the curve. All | knew for
sure was that it did come from the machine | was
sitting on. So still a little freaked out by it &l
decided to pull over and take a look. | peered at
my bike for three or four minutes before saying,
“Wow | laid my bike that far over!” A kind of
foolish pride fell over me. | was so proud | went
out to see if | could do it some more!

T his months article comes from my riding
experiences, classes that | have taken and
literature that | have read. Important stuff for
beginners but a brush up for seasoned riders.
Anyway, good food for thought. We are going to
focus on what happens when you decide to “push
it” too hard and when to “push it” even harder.

L et's get set up for a curve. Approaching the
curve start looking for the apex. An apex is the
most efficient way through a curve. In turns, no
adjustment in your lean, just a smooth acceleration
out. Start in the left track on set up for theveur
then through the curve work your Wing to the

inner portion of the right track then exit the cairv
under acceleration back in the left track.

Going into a curve too hot is an experience every
motorcyclist experiences sooner or later. When
you find yourself in this situation keep your cool.
Your Wing is designed to get you out of this. This
is how it works. The only no-no is to look down.
Do not try to gauge where you are by stripes on
the road. Next is look where you want your Wing
to take you. Then counter-steering comes into
play. Counter-steering is pushing your handlebars
the opposite way of the way you want to go. Your
front wheel’s mass creates so much centrifugal
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force that its momentum works against the way
you want to turn so to counter this force you must
create an opposite reaction. Yes it sounds weird,
but it works, just steer the way you don’t want go!
| find that a slight push on my handgrip really
makes my Wing turn tight. Push on your right
grip in a tight right-hand turn and your left gip

a tight left-hand turn. If a peg happens to dresj |
keep riding. They are designed to handle it, all
part of your Wings design, they fold up! Stay on
the throttle and accelerate through the turn. An
over reaction to get your bike more upright is
nothing but trouble. Simply put, just keep riding.

T he “looking where you want to go” portion of
the previous paragraph can be applied to every
aspect of riding. Slow parking lot maneuvers are
especially improved when you simply trust the
bike to go where you are looking. Give it a try!
And the “counter-steering” is something that you
should practice when you are just out riding. This
is a piece of information that | was happy to learn
and have put to use every time | ride. | have
passed it on to as many beginners that | can find.
think it is something that should be talked about
more and covered at the time every bike is sold to
a beginner.

Till next time, keep it safe and enjoy the ride!!

Bill and Linda

Finally...defined!

August Meeting Highlights

At the August meeting we had some new faces as
well as a very nice visit from members of lllinois
Chapter Q. What a great, fun bunch!

Rick Andreen, Assistant District Educator, and
his wife Michelle were also there to present our
Chapter Educator, Bill Cook, with his Chapter A
Educator certificate and patch as well as
presenting Bruce Jump, former Chapter A
Educator with his former patch. Thank you Rick
and Michelle.

Jim went over more details about the upcoming
Louisville Iron Man Triathlon. The Chapter owes
Jim and Jo a huge thank you for all their hard
work on the Iron Man.

W e took orders for Chapter shirts and hats which
should be available at September’s Chapter
meeting and before the meeting ended we drew
rides for October. Following the meeting, some of
us went on an ice cream ride to Barrel of Fun and
we are delighted to say lllinois Chapter Q
members joined us.

August High Mileage Winners

Joh ad eth
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Septemtf_r Birthdays
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John Flaherty
Kathy Lebre
JoAnn Roth

September Rides

September £ —Dessert Ride - Chiller’s
September &' — Breakfast Ride - Overlook
September 11" — Elwood Tipton Memorial Ride
September 18 — Dessert Ride — River Rd DQ
September 18 — Dinner Ride — Mike Lennigs
September 28 — Mammoth Cave

September 28 — Dessert Ride — Polly Freeze

October Rides

October 2nd - Perryville

October 9" — Picnic Ride — Cumberland Falls
October 13" — Dessert Ride — Baskins Robbins
October 17" — Cloud’s

October 23% — Natural Bridge

October 27" — Dessert Ride — Rider’s Choice
October 31 — Chapter Halloween Ride???
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Kentucky District

T he District Traveling Plaque is with Chapter N
Next meeting is Friday, Septembef"0
Vanessa’s Heavenly Temptations
19-A South Main St.
Dry Ridge, KY 41035
Eat 6:30 PM Meet 7:30 PM

T he Coy Duck is with Chapter N
Next meeting is Friday, Septembef™0
Vanessa’'s Heavenly Temptations
119-A South Main St.

Dry Ridge, KY 41035
Eat 6:30 PM Meet 7:30 PM

K entuckyDistrict Newsletter
http://www.gwrraky.com/id5.html

Regional

_-ﬂ'";"_“'-"m

S GWRRA &

F REGION N
Bt
R

e

A

-

i, Wi

L

%, @ &
“"-‘i_ﬂwv

AppalachiarRegionN Newsletters
Appalachian Gazette
http://www.region-n.org/Region-Gazette.html

Wings Over Smokies
September 23thru 28"
Fletcher, NC

National

NationalNewsletter Wingin’ It
http://www.gwrra.org/enewsletters.html

© Derby City Wing Riders Newsletter, September 2010



Please Support Our Sponsc
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