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From the Director’'s Track

A\l of us have a windshield on our bike. All of us
clean our windshield, particularly before taking
off on aride. Thatis what | do and usually | don
clean it again until the next ride. Then you have
those riders on the other side of the spectrum that
clean their windshield every time they stop. So
who is right? Those like me who clean at the
beginning of a ride or the multi cleaners per ride.
Actually it does not make a difference. To each
their own as long as each time you do clean the
windshield it is done properly. Before | give the
recommended way to clean a windshield let me
give you some windshield facts | found in my
research.

T he windshield is made from a hard coated
polycarbonate which has been DOT approved for
motorcycle windshields. Polycarbonate is used
due to its high resistance to impact and strength.
To protect the polycarbonate from chemicals and
prevent it from absorbing moisture from the air a
hard coating is applied.

Some of us have vents in our windshield. These
vents are part of the aerodynamic design of the
shield, to reduce turbulence and noise. Much as it
may surprise some of you they are not there to
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make a cooling flow of air on the rider. Wind
going around and over the top of the windshield
creates a low pressure area between the rider and
the windshield. The air being sucked into the low
pressure area creates vortexes and can add to the
road noise so the vent lets in the outside airether
by stopping the formation of the low pressure
area. (Don’'t know about you but I will shut my
vent when it is cold.)

| have always had Tulsa windshields and have
always used Tulsa products until just last month
when we took a trip to Americade. | had run out
of Tulsa cleaner so | took some Honda cleaner
instead and used it once we arrived. | had seen
others in the Chapter using the Honda cleaner and
thought it would work just as well on my Tulsa
windshield. Well that was a mistake and it could
not have happened at a worst time. It rained most
of the week in New York. Water would bead up
on the windshield but the surface tension created
by the Honda cleaner would not let the water run
off. Visibility was terrible and no Tulsa clearar
dealer to be found! Riding after dark with beaded
water on the windshield was especially difficult
and made for some slow and very careful return
trips to where we were staying. | now have 4 cans
of Tulsa cleaner in stock. Point being, the make o



your windshield can affect the cleaner that you
use.

Now for windshield cleaning | want to start with a
list of don’ts.

No alcohol.

No ammonia.

No service station scrubbers.
No paper towels.

No alkaline.

No Windex, Rain-x or Armor All.

ogahkwnE

T o properly clean your windshield:

1. Saturate a terrycloth towel with clean
water.

2. Wipe the terrycloth across the windshield
in an up and down or side to side motion.
Avoid using a circular motion as this will
eventually create whorls on your
windshield. Do not scrub. The purpose is
to apply water to the windshield.

3. Adried bug shell can be as damaging as a
grain of sand on your coated windshield so
allow the water to soak into the dried bugs
and other contaminants on your windshield
for a few minutes.

4. Wipe again to remove the softened bugs
and road debris.

5. With the wind shield still wet spray with
your plastic cleaner and wipe with a soft
rag.

See ya on the Chapter rides through a clean
windshield....at least at the beginning of a ride.

Don and Renee

Words of Wisdom

|t isn’t what you have...or who you are...or
where you are...or what you are doing that makes
you happy. It is what you think about.
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June High Mileage Winners

Gerry and Susan

From the Educator’'s Headlights
“Let’'s Get Together”

T here is a certain amount of added enjoyment
with riding in a larger group of bikes than riding

as a single bike. | admit it, that is how I got
involved in Chapter A. | was always looking for
someone to ride with, | came across the Chapter A
website, and amazingly | never had to look for
someone to ride with again. We have an
organized group and for the most part a very well
organized style of riding. My mission for this
month’s article is to try improve on what we
already have. | am only going to scratch the
surface with this article. However, some of the
topics | plan on covering may seem redundant to
the veteran members, nevertheless it is our role to
be informative and to add safety to our chapter.



When we head out on a ride we always have a
destination. You may be thinking the restaurant
or ice cream parlor. The destination that | hawe i
mind is making it home safely. Our actions as
individuals affect the whole team. Not only is
your safety at hand but all the bikes around you
are depending on you as well. Safety is not the
only aspect that we need to keep in mind; we also
need to be considerate of the rest of the team in a
comfort frame of mind as well. A comfortable
rider is a safer rider. So look out for signs that
someone may need to stop.

L et's get to the nuts and bolts of team riding and
what makes a good team. First of all designating a
lead bike and a drag bike. A Lead bike is
obviously the bike that leads. That bike is the
team captain. Signals should be given by this bike
both over the C.B. radio and by hand. It is this
bike’s job to make sure that we maneuver as a
unit. Once a hand signal is given by the lead bike
every bike in the team passes the signal all the
way to the Drag bike. Communication is the key
in any team! The Drag bike works in conjunction
with the lead bike in the maneuvering of the team,
similar to a co-captain if you will. The Drag bike
will inform the lead bike when all bikes are
through a traffic signal or when we all have made
a sharp turn and it is now time to resume to our
previous speed. The drag bike is also asked to
secure the next lane over when we travel on the
interstates or highways. The lead bike ask the
drag to secure the lane and once the lane is
secured by the drag, the team moves as a unit to
the next lane at the indication of the lead bike.
The most important signals is the single file and
double file signals. Single file is an index fimge
pointed straight up. This will be used in situato
such as a crowded street with parked cars or
entering a parking lot. Double file is indicateg b
the index and fourth fingers pointed up. Hazards
in the road are indicated by pointing toward the
hazard in the road as you approach it. Simply
point with an index finger. Of course the lead
bike will be the first pointer and the first to
indicate over the C.B. as well.
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Spacing and bike placement within the group are
critical to safety. The lead and drag bikes, withi
most groups, are equipped with C.B. radios. Bikes
without are placed in the middle of the group.
Trikes stop faster than bikes with two wheels so
the trikes are at the back of the team. Doubée fil

is the way we travel nearly all the time. A
staggered formation with approximately one
second between you and the bike staggered with
you and about two seconds with the bike directly
in front of you. This gives us uniformity and a
cushion of two seconds in a panic stop. On tight
curves do not concern yourself with stagger, use
all of the lane or as much as you need to make it
through safely, and then resume the stagger when
safe to do so. Obviously trikes cannot fully
stagger due to width but a two second cushion
should be observed here as well.

M oving through an intersection can create a
challenge for our team. When coming to a stop at
an intersection or traffic signal we use a
compressed stagger. At an intersection with a stop
sign we move through the intersection one at a
time. You are responsible fgou in this

situation. Proceed through the intersection when
you feel safe. Do not worry about the team at this
point. We will regroup up the road with the help
and communication of our captain and co-captain,
A.K.A the lead and drag bikes.

T his gives enough information to ride in our
group on most rides. For a more in depth look at
team riding please copy and paste this hyperlink
into your browser and read at your leisure.
http://www.gwrra.org/regional/ridered/PDF%20Fi
les/TeamRidingManualver2-5-25-05.pdf.

I n closing | would like to touch on one more
subject that deals with individual maturity thahca
affect the team. Please consider your own
personal limitations. Never ride beyond your
capabilities or stamina. If you are tired or naed
break please signal for one or ask to stop over the
C.B. Radio. We are a team that will not judge.



Do not jeopardize the team over pride or
embarrassment. Remember what our original
destination was before we left? That's right.....to
make it home safely!

Till next time, keep it safe and enjoy the ride!!

Bill and Linda

June Meeting Highlights

At the June meeting we discussed the Kentucky
Ride In held at the end of June as well as the
Kentucky Blast coming up Augusihh6hand .
(For all those that attended the Ride In, it way ve
warm weekend but a fun time with friends and
fellow GWRRA members.)

We also discussed the upcoming Louisville Iron
Man Triathlon coming up in August. We will be
discussing the Iron Man again at the July and
August meetings as well. The Chapter owes a
huge dose of gratitude to Jim for all his hard work
organizing the motorcycles for the Louisville Iron
Man Triathlon.

Before the meeting ended we drew rides for
August. Following the meeting, some of us went
on an ice cream ride to Banana Moon. Good ice
cream, cute little shop and the weather was really
nice on the ride home.

*Reminder*

T he Kentucky Blast is coming up, Augusttiru
7*. Registration price goes up $5 per person for
all registrations post marked after July/"i5 be
sure to get your registration mailed prior to that
date.

L ink to the Blast registration form is under 2010
Rallies and Events on the Chapter web site.
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Bargains are nice...but...

July Birthdays

LM »
Beth Flaherty
Kristen Tipton

Jesse Tipton
Mike Trice

July Anniversaries

Mike and Kathy Lebre
Bridwell and Marnie Terhune



July Rides

July 10th — Hall's

July 14th — Dessert Ride - Zestos

July 18th — Jane’s Saddlebag

July 24th— Old Fort Harrod

July 28th — Dessert Ride — Baskin Robbins

August Rides

August 1st-Brown Bag 111

August 5th, 6th & 7th— Kentucky Blast
August 14th— Missy’s Out of the Way
August 18th— Dessert Ride — Irish Rover
August 22nd— Wallace Station

August 28th— Iron Man Meet & Greet
August 29th— Louisville Iron Man

g
15
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Wing Ding 32
June 3&—-July 3d
lowa Events Center
Des Moines, IA
NationalNewsletteAVingin’ It
http://www.gwrra.org/enewsletters.html

Regional

f‘"g‘wnuf
F REGION N %)

AppalachiarRegionN Newsletters

Appalachian Gazette
http://www.region-n.org/Region-Gazette.html

Ke ntUCky District

T he District Traveling Plaque is with Chapter C
Next meeting is Tuesday, July 27th
Gatti-town Pizza
2524 Nicholasville Rd..
Lexington, KY
Eat @ 6:00 PM Meet @ 7:15

The COY Duck is with Chapter G.
Next meeting is Tuesday, Julyd3
Holiday Inn
7605 Freedom Way
Florence, Ky 41042
Eat 6 PM Meet 7 PM

K entuckyDistrict Newsletter
http://www.gwrraky.com/id5.html




Please Support Our Sponsc

© Derby City Wing Riders Newsletter, July 2010



