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From the Director’s Track 
 

A new riding year lies ahead with new officers for 
Derby City Wing Riders.  Accepting the position 
of Chapter Director comes with both anticipation 
and trepidation.  The Director position is, as we 
see it, a little like herding cats and as the old 
saying goes, “You can’t please all the people all 
the time,” or in this case, all the members all the 
time but know we will be giving it our best effort. 
 

A special thank you needs to go out to the 
following for accepting the always time 
consuming and sometimes exasperating positions 
for Chapter A: 
To Steve Kratzwald and Lani Sweatman for 
accepting as Assistant Chapter Director and to 
Lani for her continuing work as Chapter Historian 
with her fabulous scrapbooks. 
To Bill Cook for accepting the position as our new 
Chapter Educator. 
To Beverly Blunk for accepting the position as our 
new Chapter Treasurer. 
To Jose Zeller for accepting the position as our 
new Membership Enhancement Coordinator.  
To JoAnn Roth for accepting the position as our 
new Pin and Patch Coordinator. 
To Rich and Jan Rasey for accepting the position 
as our new Chapter Shirt Coordinator. 
Thank you each and every one. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
During the year ahead we will be using some of 
the practices of past chapter directors.  When we 
first joined Chapter A, Jim and Jo Rippy were 
Chapter Directors.  Jim and Jo scheduled 
numerous Chapter rides each month as did Mike 
and Kathy and Terry and Karen.  Because of 
previous obligations, family obligations, vacations 
and numerous other reasons no one can attend 
every chapter ride and often rides are canceled due 
to weather.  When long periods of time pass 
before someone can attend a ride, we loose contact 
with our fellow Derby City Wings family 
members.  Scheduling numerous rides for the 
months May through October, (so few months 
with so many roads to travel and places to see) 
gives everyone a chance to attend at least one if 
not several each month.  For that reason, we will 
be following that example. 
 

The years Mike and Kathy Lebre were Chapter 
Directors they had everyone submit ride ideas and 
at each month’s chapter meeting we drew rides for 
the month to follow.  It worked well.  At the 
February 20th meeting, we will be handing out ride 
forms.  Submit as many rides as you want but we 
would like EVERYONE to submit at least one.  
Saturday rides can be long, all day if you like.  
Sunday rides, with few exceptions, will start at 
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1 PM with a return home no later than 6 or 6:30 so 
shorter rides for Sundays, please.  Submitting a 
ride can be a place you would like to go for 
breakfast, lunch, dinner or dessert, just a road you 
would like to travel, (our experience teaches us 
Derby City Wings can always find a place to eat) 
or a site you would like to see.  For example, Rich 
and Jan have mentioned visiting Kentucky’s 
covered bridges.  Great!  Pick out a bridge and 
write down the name and location.  Submitting a 
ride does not mean you will necessarily be called 
upon to plan the route so don’t let that prevent you 
from suggesting numerous rides.   
 

Some of us enjoy rides with time to explore once 
we reach our destination while others who also 
enjoy that, love the getting there even more and 
the time spent just riding their Wing so we should 
have a nice variety of rides submitted.  This is 
your chapter and everyone needs to participate in 
the coming year’s travel…so start planning ye 
fellow Chapter A members. 
 

Don and Renee 
 
 

Words of Wisdom 
 

Four things you can never recover:  The stone 
after it is thrown; the occasion after it is missed; 
the word after it is said; the time after it is gone. 
 
 

Congratulations 
Rick and Liz Broadway 
2010 Couple of the Year 

 

 

New Meeting Location 
 

As most of you know by now, Piccadilly closed 
its doors in December.  Mike and Kathy’s son, 
Sean, is employed by Buckhead’s and was kind 
enough to ask if we can have our monthly 
meetings there and we certainly thank Sean, Kathy 
and Mike for the help.  We did not want to be 
meeting in a parking lot somewhere if all else 
failed.  However, the room at Buckhead’s is 
simply too small and it would have been standing 
room only if we could all fit in the room.  Many 
Chapter members have made suggestions and 
some have helped check out sites and we thank 
you.  We are fast running out of time before the 
February meeting with final plans needed to be 
made with our guest, Mike Knight, and the other 
Kentucky Chapters we have invited.  Thus far, 
Jose’s suggestion of Rooster’s on Preston 
Highway seems to be the best with a varied menu, 
good prices, a large private meeting room, large 
parking lot and not far from the Synder so we will 
give it a try and see how it goes. 
 

A ll chapter members are welcome to keep an eye 
out for other options.  If you see or know of a 
place that you think would be a good location, 
close to an Interstate or the Synder with a nice size 
parking lot that is easy to get in and out of, check 
it out for a private room and if at all possible 
speak with the manager as to their willingness to 
allow us to meet there. 
 

Our February 20th meeting is not one you want to 
miss.  Mike Knight of Heritage Honda will be 
attending with some exciting news about a 
Chapter fund raising event with a monetary 
award that will be hosted by Heritage Honda over 
Memorial Day weekend in May.  
 

A Special Thank You 
 

Derby City Wing Riders would like to extend a 
special thank you to Terry and Karen Rogers for  
their hard work and the hours of their time they 
have dedicated to the chapter during their term as 
Chapter Directors.  Thank you! 
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 From the Educator’s Headlights 
 

“Four Eyes Are Better Than Two” 
 

This month’s Rider Education article is dedicated 
to the co-rider, passenger or co-pilot.  However 
you want to describe yourself you are an intricate 
part of the bike’s dynamics.  When I say, 
dynamics, I mean center of gravity, weight and 
many other “scientific” attributes to the way we, 
the bike, the rider and the co-rider move down the 
road.  But just as important to these attributes are 
the extra awareness that you bring to the table. 
 

An extra set of eyes and ears are only beneficial if 
they are used.  Never be afraid to say, “What is 
that sound?” or “Do you see that car?”  No amount 
of pride should ever get in front of anyone’s 
safety, especially at night.  Whenever Linda and I 
ride at night, I instinctively ask her to help me 
watch for deer.  We work as a team, in my 
opinion, navigating the bike. 
 

Now, let’s move on to another level of awareness.  
How familiar are you with the bike that you travel 
on?  Do you know where the engine “kill” switch 
is?  How about the fuel cut-off valve?  Okay, no 
doubt what we do is dangerous but the ole cliché 
“an ounce of prevention equals a pound of cure” 
stands true here too!  What would you do if your 
pilot collapses or become incapacitated? 
 

What seems to be a helpless situation may not be 
as bad as you think.  And you may be able to do 
your pilot a great service by staying calm, being 
aware and knowing where a few of these general 
controls and functions of the motorcycle are.  As 
the co-pilot, you will be able to reach all the 
controls of the bike except two.  You will not have 
access to the gear shifter or the rear brake.  Other 
than that you have all the control you need for a 
soft crash. 
 

I  know, “crash” is a word that we do not like to 
use, however, it is much better than collision.  And 
a soft crash is…well…softer than a crash. 
 

As slow as 6 miles per hour a motorcycle will 
stay upright.  That will sting much less than 60 
miles per hour.  So with that being said lets move 
on to the steps that follow your pilot’s misfortune   
and our journey to a soft crash. 
 

The first step will be to climb on the back in front 
of you and secure the pilots body using your arms 
and the hand grips.  Keeping the pilot on the bike 
is the service I mentioned earlier.  Doing this you 
have already gained control of the steering.  
Second is to try and control the speed of the bike 
while planning a spot to land.  You have the front 
brake and the throttle.  The third step is to hit the 
kill switch and keep your feet firmly planted on 
the rear boards.  Let the crash bars do their job, 
keep your body and the pilots body firmly planted 
as tight to the bike as you can.  The fourth and 
final step would be to cut off the fuel supply to the 
engine. 
 

Now make sure you are out of harms way before 
attending to the pilot, secure and make sure the 
scene is safe! 
 

Bill and Linda 
 

 

Do One Brave Thing Everyday 
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January Meeting Highlights 
 

We welcomed in the New Year properly with our 
Black-eyed Pea Run on January 1st.  Twenty-three 
Derby City Wing Riders turned out to chow down 
on black-eyed peas and share an afternoon with 
other family members. 
 

 
 

January 16th was our Winter/Holiday party.   The 
event was well planned by Terry and Karen and 
the food was great!  We have some fabulous cooks 
in Chapter A.  The gift exchange game was fun as 
always, the cause of much laughter…and some 
very nice gifts were exchanged.  Also, we had a 
special presentation for Jose from JoAnn and if 
you missed it all I can say is…..LOL! 
 

 
 
 

 

February Birthdays 
 

 
 

No February birthdays. 
 
 

February Anniversaries 
 

 
 

Rick & Liz Broadway 
Jim & Jo Rippy 

Mike & Mary Trice 
 
 

 

Region N News 
 

Region N is holding a raffle. The prizes include 
four nights in a Des Moines hotel for Wing Ding 
32; three hotel nights at the District N rally; two 
registrations for Wings Over Smokies and a 4th 
mystery prize.  The drawing will be held at Spring 
Fling on April 24th and you do not have to be 
present to win.  Complete details can be found on 
the Region N website: http://www.region-n.org/ 
 

Region N awards for Kentucky Chapters were 
given out at the January District OPS meeting.  
Three chapter newsletter editors received awards 
for their 2009 newsletters and our own Karen 
Rogers was a recipient.  Congrats to Karen! 
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Kentucky District News 
 

The District OPS meeting was January 16th and 
our new District Directors, Buddy and Jeannie 
McKenzie, are off to an excellent, running start.  
The meeting was well organized, informative and 
fun.   
 

The Kentucky District Operations Team 
 

 
 

Chapter A was represented at the OPS meeting by 
Steve and Lani, Bill and Linda and Don and 
Renee.  Knowing we had to leave early due to our 
Chapter Holiday party, Buddy and Jeannie went 
out of their way to reschedule part of the OPS 
meeting for our benefit.  When it came time to 
leave, Don thanked them for their extra effort and 
explained to the others present that our Chapter 
Christmas/Holiday party was the same day.  
Someone in the crowd yelled out, “Christmas was 
last month,” which called for a further explanation 
as to why our Chapter holds our party in January 
...and we all departed a room full of smiling faces 
to shouts of “Merry Christmas.” 
 

 

 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

The District Traveling Plaque is with Chapter C. 
Next meeting, Tuesday, February 23rd 

 Gatti-town Pizza 
2524 Nicholasville Rd Lexington, KY  

Eat @ 6:00 PM Meet @ 7:15 PM 
 

The COY Duck is with Chapter Y.  
 Next meeting is Thursday, February 4th 

 Dinner Bell, HWY 45 N., Mayfield, KY  
Eat @ 6:00, Meet @ 7:00 

 

The Kentucky District Newsletter: 
http://www.gwrraky.com/id5.html 
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Please Support Our Sponsors 


