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Road Kill, Center Track!
Chapter Educator — Don Willi

| have really been impressed
by how well our Road Captains
give good warnings of what isin
theroad ahead. If you have been
riding with us, you have often
heard, “Road kill, center track,” or
“Loose gravel, left track,” or “
Watch for the truck coming out,
right side,” or “We' ve got Incom-
ing traffic entering highway on the
right - be careful .

These warnings from our Road Captains are very helpful to us
because it gives us plenty of time to to respond to road conditions and
prepares us for what's ahead. Y ou may have also noticed the bikein
front or their co-rider pointing downward at the hazard on the road as
they safely pass by it, so you will know just whereitis. You may have
also heard the rider in drag position giving us warnings like, “ 18-
wheelers or Big Boys passing the group on theleft,” or “Watch the fast-
approaching car coming up theleft lane,” or pointing out unsafe-looking
vehicles. These are some of the things that makeriding in a GWRRA
group safe and so much fun.

Besides group riding, you will most likely be doing some rid-
ing by yourself this summer. Y ou may go on a vacation trip or just out
on alocal ride. Hopefully al of uswill practice safety first by keeping
focused on the changing road conditions, whether it road kill, a pot hole,
an animal running out toward you, vehicles around you, or traffic light
changes. Also try to keep thisimportant thought in mind: 1t's ok to miss
your turn or miss your exit. Y ou can always go down to the next exit and
then return to where you should have made the turn. That way you avoid
making afast turn which may be unsafe for many reasons, including road
conditions, handling the bike, traffic-related conditions and other drivers
who may be caught by surprise.

Being able to avoid hazards, including animalsis aso anim-
portant safety item to remember. If this summer is anything like last
summer, there will be many deer out again thisyear. As motorcycle
riders, we must be extremely focused on watching for deer, especially
during the evening hours when adeer can jJump out at anytime. | had a
wake up call last year down in Tennessee. It was in the evening hours
when adeer jumped out right in front of me through atreelined area. |
had to get on the brakes heavily. The deer was very closeto me and on
the go. We never know what adeer will do next so watching for them
and being focused will help. I'mreally not sure how effective either air
deer whistles or electronic deer whistles are, but having one on my bike
gives me some peace of mind when | am out in those densely wooded
arearoadsin the evening hours. | may even put on the cheaper plastic
ones that work all the time (just in case they realy work).

Staying focused, scanning the road, riding within your limita-
tions, slowing down when in those uncertain areas are key. Thanks again
to our Ride Captains for the great communication they have provided us
and for being our extra set of eyes!!! Happy and Saferiding on Life's
Highways!!!!

Each month we will be having a mystery ride by one of
the members. No one will know the destination except
the one arranging the ride.

All meeting places will be at the new meeting place at
Taylor Towne Center. — Taylorsville Rd and
Snyder Freeway

Thursday July 1 — dessert run —meet 7 pm — Ride to
Bardstown Baskin-Robbins

Sun July 4 — Cook out — Rough River —meet 1 pm

Thursday July 8 — dessert run — meet 7 pm---ride to La-
Grange

Saturday July 10 — Aviation Museum in Lexington —
meet 10 am—Versailles for lunch then to mu-
seum

Thursday July 15 — dessert run — meet 7 pm —ride to
Shelbyville

Saturday July 17 — CHAPTER MEETING
Sunday July 18 — Mystery ride by Bruce meet at 1 pm.

Thursday July 22 — dessert run —meet 7 pm —rideto Ice
Cream Willys — Jeffersonville IN

Saturday July 24 — Bread of Life Café, Liberty Ken-
tucky— meet 9 am

Thursday July 29 — Dessert run — meet 7 pm — Ride to
Polly Freeze, IN.









Friendsfor Fun, Safety and
Knowledge.

1) The farther it is to the next gas stop, the larger the bug that will hit your shield exactly on

the sight line.
2) When you dry out after riding through some rain, it will start raining again just when you

begin to feel comfortable.
3) The chance that your bike insurer will find out about that big ticket received in a non-

reciprocal state is 100%
4) If you run out of gas, no matter which way you decide to push, the closest gas station will
always be uphill and in the other direction. Corollary: The likelihood of running out increases

when all of the nearby gas stations are closed.
5) The chance of your helmet dropping hard onto a rough concrete or asphalt surface is

proportional to it's newness and expense.
6) You only realize the bike’s keys are in your pants pocket after you've put on all of your

riding gear.

7) The more riders around, the more likely you will: a) Forget the kill switch is in the off posi-
tion while trying to start your bike; b) Ride off with the side stand down; c) Ride off with the
petcock closed; d) ride along for miles with the turn signal on; e) get stung by a bee and do a
roadside crazy dance shedding your riding gear.

8) The scarcity of motels and camping spots depends on how late in the day it is.

9) Your first successful multi-gear wheelie will be past a heretofore unobserved police officer

who dislikes motorcycles.
10) How long it takes to receive any back ordered part is proportional to how badly it is

needed.
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11) When your throttle cable snaps, you will always coast to a halt in front of a crack-

house bust in progress.

12) The patch-wearing guy named ‘Tiny’ really DOES want to know what you are look-

ing at.
13) Your battery will die at the exact same time something else on the bike breaks and

you will think they are related.
14) The cute girl is probably talking to you despite the fact you own a bike.

15) The chance of rain depends on how accessible your rain gear is.
16) A bad day of riding is better than a good day at work.




